
Parkmin2017-3-21 

 

 

Kearney Park Board Minutes---Tuesday April 18, 2017 

 

 
On Tuesday April 18th, 2017 the Kearney Park Board met for its monthly 

meeting.  Jeff Couchman called the meeting to order. Members present were Jeff 

Couchman, Julie Jones, Eric Shumate, and Connie Crawford. Staff members 

present were Ryan Marcotte and Eric Marshall.  Todd Stowe and Ed Haney were 

absent.   

Connie Crawford made the motion to accept the minutes from the March 21st, 

2017 meeting, and Julie Jones seconded the motion.  The motion carried 4-0. 

 

Old Business—Eric mentioned that city staff was in the process of working out 

details in the near future with KHRA, and met with the KHRA board on April 

10th, to collaborate the youth sports in Kearney.  Mayor Dane was also in 

attendance at this meeting.  Eric, Ryan and city administration will continue to 

work out details of how this can come about, and will be looking to get an on line 

sign up website, so such programs may run smoother for parents.  We would also 

like to incorporate shelters, park reservations, etc in to this program.  We hope to 

be ready to take the program over come late summer, to be ready for flag football.   

 

Eric and Ryan mentioned that softball is in full swing with teams playing on 

Wednesday and Friday evenings at Porter Park.  We currently are in our spring 

season, and anticipate great turnouts for summer and fall season.   

 

Ryan told the members that our summer employment is being sought, as we have 

interviewed one person for the full time position, and will be looking for the two 

“seasonal” employees as well.  Ryan mentioned that last meeting, extra top soil, 

to fill in the extreme low areas in the outfields, along with seed, fertilizer and 

mulch has been installed, and has really taken hold.  We anticipate top dressing, 

in a few low areas, but the fields seem to be draining much better.   

 

 

New Business  Staff told the board that the skate park equipment is on order and 

is taking longer than anticipated, but the new arrival/install date is the third week 

of May.  Staff also reported that we will be resurfacing, crack filling the pickleball 

side of the court, and also, the new fence will be installed in the next week, 

dividing the two separate areas.  McConnell an Associates will be doing the work 

on the court, along with cutting the old net posts out, core drilling the new 

pickleball post locations, installing the new posts and nets, in addition to the court 

repair.  Ryan told the board, we have been hearing positive feedback from the 

kids, as they anticipate the new skate park area.  Staff said things are busy in the 

parks, not just with the skatepark, but with routine, maintenance, as we are 

looking to have the Lions Park stage repainted, broadleaf control in all three 

parks, continuous mowing with the wet spring we have had, and getting ready for 

the upcoming amphitheater schedule.  We continue to spray the infields on the 

ball fields, so weeds and grass don’t grow, to make the playing conditions superb.  

We still are looking for an Eagle Project candidate to install a new shelter, and 
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would like to get the same type of metal shelters in Lions Park as by the pond and 

playground area at Jesse James Park.  We would like to start doing a shelter each 

year as replacements.     

Staff reported that there was a vehicle accident in Jesse James park and the  

location was in the area where we shoot fireworks.  The vehicle was “cutting 

doughnuts”, and lost control.  Some of the youth were injured and needed medical 

care. 

The Missouri Department of Conservation will be overseeing the stocking of the 

Jesse James Park pond in the coming years.  They approached the Board of 

Aldermen, and will be stocking trout twice a year, starting in the spring of 2018.  

They will monitor the catch length, and post rules and regulations, based on them 

coming out and “shocking” the pond, to see and get an average of how our pond 

is with the game fish, and improvements we can do.  There is also a grant process, 

where we will look to install a fishing dock, and this is a great program, to 

enhance our pond for both young and old alike. 

 

Amphitheater   Ryan told members that we will partner with 106.5, The Wolf for 

our radio advertising.  Staff mentioned that we still are getting amphitheater 

sponsors as well, and we will have print advertising, along with the amphitheater 

booklet, and mouse pads will also be ordered.  We will go “live” May 1st with 

ticket sales, and also will be presenting the video to the Chamber of Commerce of 

the acts for the summer on May 3rd.  

Ryan mentioned that contracts for the various concert dates are coming in as 

planned. 

 

STAFF COMMENTS AND ADJOURNMENT    
After no further board comments, and there being no further business on the 

agenda, a motion was made by Julie Jones, and seconded by Eric Shumate to 

adjourn.  

Staff reported that this will be Eric Shumate’s last park board meeting as the 

Board of Aldermen representative, and Geri Spencer will be the new park board 

member.  
 

Approved: _____________________                       Attest: _________________ 

                  Jeff Couchman Chairperson                              Secretary 

 
 
 
 
 
 


